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Fast Sailing on Miami's Biscayne Bay  -  Photo: Dan Tucker
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 WORDS FROM THE PREZ

Who's The Best Viper Team in The World???
 
In recent years, the Viper Class has crowned North American Champions, European
Champions, EFG Pan-American Champions, Australian Champions, and Pacific, Atlantic,
Great Lakes, and Gulf Coast Champions. Now, for the first time in the twenty-year history of
The Viper Class, we are finally going to crown The Best Viper Team in THE WORLD!!! 

When we decided as a Class,to hold our first International Championship regatta in Bermuda
this coming November, I knew right away that this would be an incredibly important milestone
for Vipers. This would be an absolute bucket list regatta for Viper sailors.  Not only are we
going to make lifetime memories of sailing in the beautiful Great Sound, in the shadow of the
America's Cup, this is going to be the biggest and best Viper Party ever seen!  Many years
from now, when your grandchildren ask you to tell the story of why they had to change the
name of Bermuda to BEERMUDA, you will be able to say, "I know why...I was there..."

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2uTTzSaYHaHR0a3qQQTfdyV2R9X8G4sAZsimqXrjS-jTmrDc9jWb7j66KP4vk3WFXYJyBoBMKkdejn8ksbhD1cjHrnrjfcK6eZ0K_OD6369FTL5j1-eaNVeK1Y1figdOX_kNhVSALX128_DCTEt-H_upzdL2pLYcfOeJWWoi_MJ0mRgxlQtLwpTRXULW7EgJItfn-UVJDbxgUH6pZ8P7c7zB-zdw9euzxD_Rr4UcbL6J_YlmWflm89fEupBApP7t4K5l5pN5UxdWY7Z_wtfe89tZVKycITIOdBsY6PNNVDxKW_xffXrwSt6ZaP-G2gDdr0LKaQDEcZdKQ5RezHxeCUKDRhDCouWanA==&c=&ch=


 
Sail fast,
 
Dr. Jim Sears
President,
Viper 640 Class Association
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FIRST VIPER 640 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

If

you missed the announcement last week, the Viper 640 Class Association has announced it
will hold its first International Championship in November 2016, to coincide with the Viper
North Americans being hosted in Hamilton, Bermuda, by the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club and
the Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club and sailed on the same waters where the America's
Cup will be run next year.

This is a BIG DEAL for the Class as it reflects the continued global growth of Viper racing.  To
read all about the International Championship, click HERE.

A little backstory: Only certified World Sailing (ISAF) classes are entitled to hold "world
championship" regattas. In conversations with World Sailing and reflecting the presence of
Viper fleets in three continents and many countries, World Sailing has given the Class
permission to title this an International Championship. Call it what you want...it's still a pretty
big deal!
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EFG WINTER CUP - March  6 -7 
 
The 2016 EFG Winter Cup is about a week away and the
troops are starting to set their courses towards the US Sailing
Center Miami. There are 15 boats currently registered to race
and there are a few more yet to sign up. 

This is the final qualifying regatta for the Pan-Ams and a great
warm-up for Bacardi. Entry fee is only $50 if you register
before Feb. 29, and you're guaranteed to have some great
racing on beautiful Biscayne Bay. 
 
You can get all the background information and register online HERE.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2t5CDgqgXqb5hD1eVDO9pU_jaWhOhAfrc5hpAiJiRtvAEXqeMTUH-HDiTkoFKAGop0aGWB7r6Zl4Qa0j4yy5aXEN14lMif-bIEJrHQHsJIqaUrZ8nVZCM0C6pHqBUyUgC36BAlZuZ8HS7vevmkNUa9M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2gdvuofyIgXK49189uUt187OLDeaUk2u075GMLKcYfV5oYYEYtIlO7__CpcdhMv-aQu-aq83ukhKMnqVtTTNxqgwu72Lg5KOQ0FNyp9vgmYAv2r_dDXiEHFu7gmuJpg4HzEKzywLYjXJQ_hfsnG9YT8G_OJdvAtt_uXzptfxsDi_M9pUO7AtHSeKlA-_3KgBM9NhVPROon6dHDoVhdKoSHgYpz5bOeWB2nnZO0DePe9ilthOLv9bIHB_CPrf1aqiLgJd-k6VjBdOnHG6XkbDBj7TzZc4mJiaYRMTa4u8MPNk4wfhh8_pbIVNX0yrJXrC_O5_oTUeUVA0zebltxKBHM-p83OmLP8vMs6IelB6DjP0mEDy9R6UDY3bjGGauXPhmKfIZlArKduOPrAFkMkQ1bINmtFoDVhqoXJPNNSUVYFDPlzY1mA6BW4mndrXY82_2chXuv9E7BQini4ALzLky54=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2t5CDgqgXqb5XTnv_etIJ9CuKLkGxaQcU9c7LzblVJ3DAgnoPG1rh7QLFsJ2IEi-77OGf3xXxivegIpoDDUn4-XWSYrSpYgyVUftPn05DhmgLD5a-w2Cx0WjCH5lvyWcNutgJp8q3wlDa2nuH7B_SARIich8JK0s-a67tpnU_9QPYWdWzCcUjCqpM7hW-InVj9h53nXtUvP2sh6GLV7OUxm22CEOLLl3MDecrTAPMo-2u7GtXO-hqd82Q_YZ1PNqx2kuC5NC2rz1triw_5uNLp8JWUrVYkMdisWACgiwnTTaAFe59Zx6lepu8LDJuFWuDFIAbf5rCJvnHvBtZ3yjDXBWQaFdFb4k825vGHOR40-BNk4W8YdaYzqwlLKsjUgqST0I0eg2-rwh&c=&ch=


Coral Gables skyline behind happy...and warm...Viper sailors.

BUT WAIT...THERE'S MORE!!!!!

Yes...it's the Miami Scorch 2016 edition.  On Tuesday, March 8, the Miami Viper fleet will
race/sail/laugh from the mouth of the Coconut Grove seaplane channel to the bottom of Key
Biscayne for a great/lavish/fun/and liquid-filled Cuban lunch at the Boater's Grille.  If you're
anywhere in the southeast...and even if you're not...you'll want to join the Viper Miami Scorch.
Easy to do just that, and if you haven't registered yet, click HERE.
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EFG VIPER PAN-AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP  - Pa rt o f   
Baca rd i  M iami Sa i l ing  Week  sponso red  by  EFG - March           
11 -13

28 Vipers are set to race on beautiful Biscayne Bay for the
EFG  Pan-Am
champs. The
Vipers again will be
sailing out Coral Reef
Yacht Club (with

arguably the best outside bar in all of yachting and their
piña coladas are to die for) with a CRYC race committee
managing the sailing. The Pan-Am Championship is the
culmination of a year of qualifying events, and Bacardi
Miami Race Week is definitely one of THE BEST
destination regattas for the Viper Class. There are boats
registered
from the U.S., Canada, the UK, Australia, and Ireland,
and with more and more boats finding their way to the
Gulf Yachting Association, this number will climb. 
 

Take a preview look at the BMSW program HERE.
Regatta website HERE
Regatta documents and online registration HERE

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2gdvuofyIgXKeyAIFMe2F9pZa3bY5khAXw64Qea_tRGVhN5cPgJbzozd6wOrjRiPg1BfBgKZ1o-njZ9bbOo92dfnXCAVo5hk1__0XG1ZQnrEZUQgxAsMQGy-iNuqjdWhlWbxygF3I-RWQN2ezrnBEOEQcdCEPWcPgTyHRfZR6cMOvaImJ9jrRMerYTbJfoShwaahh_Xkx-FbMttQIX9PO0Ps_FyZP04UN6As0SlkdR51LFSszoqGw4GbchciCyt32X5iPT0NjvKWVCDO-creO7XT3at45pFPH1R-8KaxTOm41a2CZ80lGa-KONqUiKjLibL40Fd2p1HaMI53RVPS0ewmsatOALQve6osIGZQsmgElxZAhtl-eGuaeT3W_AR-ZCU4poMaWvP_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2gdvuofyIgXKbbZ42Z0yUHBxJtswUMDFu9cubcgFUVpLrIVIKJYSWgLvzl9l5ESUNIdQaHCxnBa46NtYO2umTFmFNydFqGeNd7uh1KP1at_BxbfnjeIXXM3QBAV6LxIujUy-nbxP9jjnVOBnjIZloT7_Ayew8fYwkmtrq58EkAlCbRgZLkgpXE5jipG5pfz3VoZGBjJwPBermMAPr81Kwr5DAg5mIZF11YBAyqQa9sMXbfnXe2pgYej94rEneFLEIktDJbg1ERqooKwrZsRQgSw3cM7W7bWzoH6acqtvpl2clFBGl7m_z0fwVpqeg9j594cGE9d1TXhVYjxbmorqVkgo58FDkjWeU1tjabHWdELmGoslkNd36h9FWqLYyeXLsk4P8sm5t2oh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2toFJFHUsV_CcG7YxHNYyat1qIqX7M2PQLkBElmaBRiXSOcSnbuf6uUWuVUUvI-Iv1Ly0r9VaUmAHY6RxKRZ4-zg5h8LwxfJurH5xtck6Qg---G7AIKURBO_0q8eBm3LIWqO6pFhQ5Ipfke-0kpnByIPLrNaAFGNQokHieHu6cCu82oU-2er_oZg9CrIHKueb7as6yrPFs2-8eQXYfpNXA34DTJadtH5wpVuPFy9wbEM9EvC-zVWKsIb8mdFkuK12ybJNjC8X6Kf3v6IqwWxThzHOH0KNKRdSPwiK882FmX1Y6idJ9Gdyx4TKuMKrICB2ykIUEc99LppsZEhxU6DCRkjB6hFrNWFxLUJu7T7jA83&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2lCx3u9E3h3gynUrfxqFwyn-nnxLhvMmO2JZItjJqKjQpS2mD_W1dMZZes95MkAWhgh2srl38STwfXhhJtmPBbJMEpYGBKAAc9gG75L3PvG22Iz1mVNOEDgfmuaKfcfqd7VZ6voniBufv0NvLfAFUXgtS9AumXNPmymeM4qc0f2LnVB_zWi93mRpWCRfJdLn12faA7472rFeQZwNbxCZGu5IahfeIsYcytaPx_wIbV8NBL4pSkWCyqK5SGYeG_fftU69AAn0z_PbLCc0YBSOYWlo2XwLHQTL0bsEr2mZ73EVBB3DlLngNmZfCmBTGDo4JWLXidA_lsaN3Q7CGFLgcbj14m_IriCY4xh81H3Ro-88gVCKeOCM_sK3o3ndznAB5A==&c=&ch=


Click here for a taste of the Cuban Storm  coming to Bacardi Miami Sailing Week.
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SAIL ING WORLD'S  HELLY HANSEN NOOD REGATTA IN 
SAN DIEGO - March  18 -20    

Class Secretary Brad Milligan is running this event on behalf of the Viper 640s. The NOOD
regattas have a reputation of being well run, fun regattas in which to sail. More information,
including registration and NoR. HERE.
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2016 VIPER 640 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP

Sperry Charleston Race Week  - Time to register!
2016 Viper 640 Atlantic Coast Championship
April 14-17, 2016
Charleston Harbor Marina
 
OK Viperdom, it's time to get off our couches and plan to get
together again for Charleston Race Week 2016.  Entries have been
coming in, but slowly. Yup, it's a destination regatta...as is
Miami...but Charleston Race Week is quite a destination.

Great racing, great friends, great venue, plus it's the 2016 Viper 640
Atlantic Coast Championship.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2t5CDgqgXqb5d0BvG-BadbAYd2EK8RCy_EcdoWruMxU1_rXGpRMWe5kI49tF0GlIIcuku1ZeIiCMFDckhpulUHhHMuD4P3_4VEZwM4wLHeoIVDhmWEvjXRpAND0YwIKXGDoxFu2K_GXnXIx5Y2RQGc0qS8VeuDizC3P7wIZIz73nY5nl8_kdnI-wf7f3ppc7y738cUrRHE1OkJsKnRGu7jWWxTawQ6aiE1XqnWcIIjMPAOKj18tzXRVHY9n2YjrWom7QZDYDk4A6nGGI0nYi8hxR7V2sEIyxSnHN5vbh2LVnG24JY7VB75bhjCksfwspyS4mbVVXMdtUA5aLeHzV8m5OU6Fx2__oorW4oex8z4eH&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2t5CDgqgXqb59MqqqcrO2ZuVt7c26XhfH_eRgwfnglkiZOsgCGuG6lyLBN9JFMow_ikcAI8Hn3xNvM5OfPne2HTwt9ZJmpBqCZUlNIeUgHUbGwtEZfc7FKhxgCM7LcqYAPu15GvbZXAwsF0kFIZTzH2MaXH3T7neD7ydjZGRk8AwOhemM3IvY23j_MeCWhn6tMrDn-N2qsX2sQzFrU6pu-qeMhIUGrE-QDgfRH2mFKEL8C_35lQI9iYKPZiGWsHrDFNA1__qySWe1k7SlR6fvRl7-IiKPSsECTUrsWg9zLan142N661pipTfdbh82SXZTvQoRrEaZtC415bXaKNUtb56v2O6uXuOpI48PFbwRidlPI7gr34JHAiPdQ0VRnd1igpHZSKLK_2b&c=&ch=


Entries are building s lowly...so if you're planning on sailing
at CRW, please register NOW!

Come enjoy superb competition across 18 different classes with courses set by the best race
officials in the business and shore side hospitality that is second to none.
 
NoR and online registration link HERE
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LOOKING DOWN THE ROAD TO THE GYA SPORTBOAT
CHAMPIONSHIP  - OPENING REGATTA MAY 21 -22    
Save  the  Da tes  
 
The  first leg of the Gulf Yachting Association's Sportboat Champs will be sailed from Fairport
(AL) Yacht Club, home of Don and Tracey Faircloth and GYA Commodore Cathy Cromartie.  

GYA clubs will be entering their club-owned boats, and some will be looking for Viper veterans
to help them learn the ropes.  Interested in sailing in beautiful Fairhope in May, contact Buttons
Padin know (epadin@padesta.com) as he's looking for some Viper veterans to join him
crewing on a GYA boat.
 
Those events and dates are:
 
GYA Opening Regatta at Fairhope YC (AL), May 21 and 22
Meigs Regatta at Fort Walton YC (FL), July 9-10
Weatherly  Regatta  at Gulfport YC (MS), July 30-31
Sugar Bowl Race of Champions  at Southern YC (New Orleans, LA), Dec. 3-4
 
Regatta documents aren't yet posted, but mark your calendars and look for updates in future
editions of Snake Bytes.
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DO YOU HAVE A REGATTA COMING UP?
If so, send to Buttons Padin the following: Name of the event, location (host club), dates, a
brief description of the event (promoting why someone should participate), and links to the
NoR and online registration. Buttons will post on the website's Events listing and include in
future newsletters. epadin@padesta.com
 
GOT GREAT VIPER PIX OR VIDEO?
If you do, we can use them on the Viper website or in future editions of Snake Bytes. Share
your great images and video by sending the files to Buttons Padin at epadin@padesta.com.
 
DID YOU HAVE A REGATTA?
If so, send a recap of the event and a link to results to Buttons Padin and he'll post online and
may include in a future newsletter. epadin@padesta.com
 
DATABASE CLEAN-UP
If you wish to be taken off the Viper 640 Class Association's database, please send an e-mail
to Buttons Padin at epadin@padesta.com and simply put UNSUBSCRIBE on the subject line.
If you're getting multiple copies of Snake Bytes, shoot Buttons a note and say MULTIPLE
COPIES.

Follow us on Facebook     

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2lCx3u9E3h3gWtaby5TisyeJ1DIgfniQpkY96Zl72PKgpGPTFz2WXJokhIXJfoYjyztyfTHEoCSc25LuwgDVinL_JUNgFO1M5rBBz4L5rIKLf-uwRy8GbUdruQKsGdYgccAtID5ZNNu0KfnZleINEwLZMpsOqpagssJtnx7W8WbYKEBI_rsswwH3VEAYPlZLff-JkG0dHLGUHIDdKsBxqOAXkhDCshqRhY4hhRjKHDixji59y4MUJT8yP_L1yqblWM9McVRQAE7d_-9hLV-AADaqAnhCWLx4ICiBSPrmK5k1DJZKxpW6OJIf89C6gNmiZQ7dAscdRq8prpzOILazxE1Z-zxzaQajYtrbertnYJSgE-dkfg4LJLlRUQOj_TwceQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:epadin@padesta.com
mailto:epadin@padesta.com
mailto:epadin@padesta.com
mailto:epadin@padesta.com
mailto:epadin@padesta.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qKgbHrSuZOy9WKZsidH0SjwEj1gUuZ4yx5zhVC6ESpl2AhoPpu9o2t5CDgqgXqb5JCt5C6cFD6ButhyyS90UbGPdsQwDT_7vZwHVgP4livnGvx97KMoqQcnFX2abvnU5PGHJtcWTCdMrUXTQ1kOe8-6b4Zxulfk4zjcEa8MfCMG87oiP-KhuW_mEGgZBFDoneIIksK6WBhsgnisF6Yg1oauxfmcY8I3ZQBQmvBZEz8XyuE3ZNS4Neh_ynMO-Q9fU9hXQ6H8AcRtaM2M4tJqhTzcAwqHV-FkYzfBhQQv0navBZ73Odj4qtJ6EtTmQFitv5FLTn27la3BaAyTkBWhY5f3w5W9YdkNoieci4k99YFuPKkUnEr5m6kxGbpNQ-sODrslYtpHgyhhqN_8YjIL57hLUK7h18ju1&c=&ch=


 


